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ATTEMPT 
Towards rendering the 
Education of YouTH 


More Eaſy and Effectual. 


me 


1 Am ſomewhat prevented 


in my Deſign, by a ſmall 
Treatiſe a little f 

publiſh'd, under the Title 
of An Eſſay on the proper Method for 
forming the Man of Buſineſs : But as 


the 


— 
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(5) 
the ingenious Author (to whoſe ve- 
ry laudable Undertaking I heartily 
with Succeſs) has not entirely en- 
ter'd into my preſent Intention, fo 1 
have ſtill Scope enough to enlarge; 


and I hope I ſhall obtain his Par- 


don, if I find it neceſſary to touch 
upon ſome Points he has already fo 


 ; Kkilfully handled. 


The prevailing Method of Edu- 
cation at preſent, is, as ſoon as a 
Child can ſtammer over a Chapter 
in the Bible, and before he has well 


loſt the uncouth Tore of Pronuncia- 


tion, which he has perhaps learnt 
of his Miſtreſs, he is immediately 
ſent to the Latin School; where, 
inſtead of ſtudying his own Lan- 
guage, and improving in the neceſ- 
ſary Qualifications of reading it di- 
ſtinctly, and with proper Fmphaſes, 
he is unreaſonably enter'd upon a 
Latin Grammar, and bewilder'd in 
unintelligible Jargon. To learn an 
unknown Science, in an unknown 


Tongue, muſt certainly be an hardy 


(not to ſay fooliſh) Undertaking, 


even 
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(9) 
even in a grown Perſon, with the 
utmoſt Application of his whole 
Thought and Reaſon; how much 
more difficult and unreaſon2ble muſt 
it then be, for Children to go thro* 


the unaccountable Taſk, and whillt 


they labour under the Load, to ſtand 
liable to the Laſh for every Failure 


of Capacity, as well as Negligence - 


of Duty ? 


But all the Diſcouragement is 
not in the Study; for after, it may 
be, ſeven Years Pains are paſt, and 
the Youth fomewhat advanc'd in 
his Learning, either diſcourag'd by 
experienc'd Hardſhips, or deter- 
min'd by his Friends Inclinations, 
his Studies are chang'd, and he is 
immediately remov'd to the Wri- 
ting-School, to be qualify'd for 
Trade, or other Buſineſs; where, 
entirely neglecting his former Ap- 
plications, the little Latin he had 
learnt, 1s loſt; and for all his Time 
and Labour paſt, he is perhaps un- 
able to give the Senſe of a Motto 
or Inſcription, nay, it may ws 7 
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ſtill uncapable of reading or writing 


Engliſh. 


To remedy theſe Inconveniences, 


I would therefore earneſtly recom- 


mend it to thoſe who have the 
Care of Children, early to obſerve 
their Inclinations and Capacities ; 
and, as ſoon as poſſible, to come to 
1 Reſolution how they intend to 
place them in the World; for tho' 
it is not poſſible ſo ſoon to fix up- 
on any diſtin Trade, or Profeſſion; 
yet they may, and ought early to 
determine, whether they intend them 


for Scholars, Clerks, or Traders, that 


they may receive their Education 
accordingly. 


For thoſe who are to be brought 
up Scholars, it is out of my Sphere 
to direct: I muſt Icave them to the 
Management of the more learned, 
and only obſerve, that if, before 
they were perplex d with Latin, 
they were taught the Gronnds of 
Grammar in the Fng/i/þ Tongue, 
they would make their Advances 
i, 


(9) 

in that learned Language with more 
Eaſe and Succeſs, and would give 
their Latin-Maſters leſs Trouble, and 
more Credit. To that End, for the 
particular Uſe of my own Scholars, 
I have compos'd an Engliſb Rudiment, 
built upon the Method of the La- 
tin Grammar, by which the Learn- 
er may not only come to the perfect 
Knowledge of his Mother- Tongue, 
but be alſo fitly prepar'd for the 
Study of other Languages, more 
eſpecially the Latin, the Difficulty 
of which will, by that Means, be 
in a great Meaſure remov'd. 


At the ſame time that Children 
are thus learning Engl, it will be 
proper they ſhould be taught to 
Write; not only as it is a delightful 
Exerciſe, and eaſily attainable, but 
as it is of abſolute Uſe and Neceſſi- 
ty for their future Advances, and 

particularly to the performing their 
Latin Exerciſes. Ss = © 
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For Arithmetick, it will be beſt for 
ſuch to let it alone 'till their more 
advanc'd Years, when it will be a 
proper Introduction to their Mathe- 
matical Studies. | 


Thoſe who are intended Clerks, 
are the next under Conſideration : 
and for theſe, having made the ſame 
Beginning as the others, it will be 
neceſſary that they as well ſtudy the 
French as the Latin Tongue, from 
both which they ought to be capa- 
ble of making a good Tranſlation. 


Writing and Accompts are their ve- 
ry Profeſſion; and therefore to be 
wanting in either of thoſe Qualifi- 


cations, is to be deficient in Eſſenti- 


als, and unworthy the very Name 
of a Clerk. Nor is it ſufficient bare- 


ly to write a fair Character; a Clerk 


ſhould have an eaſy Freedom in his 
Hand, a bold Stroke with his Pen, 
and the Skill and Command of ſtri- 


king a neat Capital, or proper Or- 
nament; by which Means he will 


not 
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not only be able to do his Buſineſs 
without Difficulty, but alſo make it 
appear to Advantage. 


*Tis a common Thing to find a 
young Man, who writ very tolera- 
bly at the Writing-School, immedi- 
ately upon his Entrance on Buſineſs, 
to loſe his Hand; occafion'd by his 
falling at once from a flow Way of 
Practice, to attempt Diſpatch ; but 
if either at the Time of their Learn- 


ing, they were brought by Degrees 


from ſet Copies and Pieces, to write 
after larger Specimens, and real Pre- 
ſidents of Buſineſs, (as is my conſtant 
Method with my Scholars) or on 
their firſt Entrance into Offices, &*:. 
they would themſelves have the 
Prudence carefully and leiſurely to 
copy what is given them, and leave 
it to Time and Practice to render 


them ready and expeditious, they 


would find their Account in their 
Patience, and have their Diligence 
crown'd with Perfection. 
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And here I cannot forbear lamen- 
ting the Unhappineſs of our Profeſ- 
ſion, on account of its being ſo 
crowded with Quacks and Preten- 
ders. When a Man has try'd all 
Shifts, and ſtill fail'd, if he can but 
{cratch out a fair Hand, tho' never 
fo ſtiff and unnatural, and has got 


but Arithmetick enough in his Head, 


to compute the Minutes in a Year, 
or the Inches in a Mile, he makes 


his laſt Recourſe to a Garret, and, 


having got a Sign painted, ſets up 
for a Teacher of Writing and Arith- 
metick; where, by taking Scholars 
at any Rate, he not only ſpoils the 


Buſineſs, but what is much worſe, 
both robs the inconfiderate Parents 


of their Money, and the unhappy 
Children of their Time. Again, o- 
thers there are, who, tho' better 
Writers and Accomptants than the for- 
mer, are yet ſo ſhamefully ignorant 
in other Reſpeds, that they can nei- 
ther write Senſe, nor ſpell Engliſh. 
And fure the Scholars of ſuch _=_ 
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(13) 
ſters are like to prove great Profici- 
ents! But to return; 


Arithmetick 1s more the Buſineſs of 
the Head than the Hand; and he 


that propoſes himſelf for 2 Clerk or 


Accomptant, ought to have a parti- 
cular Turn of Thought that Way : 
"Tis true, there are diſtinct peculiar 
Methods, and a common Road of 


Practice in moſt Offices and Employ- 


ments; as, particularly, in the Cu- 
ſtom- Houſe and Exciſe; by which 
many Men of but dull Genius, 
make Shift to rub through their Bu- 
ſineſs; but what Satisfaction can a 
Man take in doing what he does not 
underſtand? And how much muft 


he be out of Ceuntenance if call d 


upon for an Explanation? Where- 
as, he that works with Knowledge, 
and can render a Reafon for what 
he does, not only goes on with Cer- 
tainty and Pleature to himfelf, but 
to the Satisfaction of others: Be- 
ſides, he who is a Maſter of the 
Theory, and whoſe Buſineſs puts 
him upon conſtant Practice, can 


hardly 
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hardly fail of adding new Improve- 
ments of his own, to the Diſcoveries 
of others in that inexhauſtible Art. 


But, as fome Perſons may be en- 
gag d in Buſineſs, wherein is ver) 
little Uſe of this Science, by which 
Means they may be liable to forget 
what they had learn'd; and others 
may be ſo haſtily enter'd upon what 
may very much require it, as not to 
Have Time to obtain a ſufficient 
Knowledge therein, I ſometime ago 
publiſh'd a little Treatiſe, in a neat 
Pocket Volume, under the Title of 
Aritkmetick in Epitome, or, a Compen- 


dium of all its Rules, both Vulgar and 


Decimal. Which Book, as it was 
chiefly intended, and, at firſt, par- 
ticularly dedicated to the ingenious 
Clerks and Accomptants of the ſeveral 
Offices of Great Britain, ſo it has fo 
far had the good Fortune to pleaſe, 
as to have already paſt two Impreſſi- 
ons. 


The 


The next neceſſary Qualification 


of a Clerk, or Accomptant, is that moſt 


excellent Art of Italian Book-keep- 
ing; a Science beyond the Praiſe of 
Words, and without which a Man 
is neither fit for the Cabinet nor 
Compting-Houſe : And indeed the 
World now ſeems to be more than 
ever ſenſible of its Value, every one 
almoſt being defirous of having thoſe 
under their Care inſtructed therein. 
In this Art too I have endeavour'd 
to ſerve the Prblick, by a ſmall Trea- 
tiſe, which is now near ready for the 
Preſs. 


Having thus conſider'd the proper 
Attainments of thoſe who are inten- 
1 ded Clerks,&c. I now proceed to point 

out what I think the proper Method 


of preparing thoſe who are deſign'd 


for Trades. | | 


And here, tho' I may perhaps of- 
fend the Latin Maſters, I muſt en- 
tirely declare againſt ſuch Children 
lofing their Time about that Lan- 
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(16) 
guage; Grammar, which is the only 
Thing they can propoſe thereby to 
learn, I have already ſhew'd may 
more eafily and effectually be taught 
them in their own Mother-Tongue : 
And for the general receiv'd Notion, 


that there is no attaining to ſpell Eu- 
91 without learning Latin, it is an 


ſervation falſe in Fact, and no 
better than a vulgar Error. Tis 
true, indeed, the Latin Scholar, by 


his daily reading and conſtant Peru- 
ſal of Books, can hardly fail of im- 
proving himſelf in that Reſpect; but 


then it is not becauſe what he ſtu- 
dies is Latin, but the ſame Applica- 
tion to Engliſh Authors would pro- 
duce a like or greater Effect; for 
the main Difficulty of Spelling, 1s not 
in thofe Words deriv'd of the Latin 
Tongue, which are indeed of all o- 
thers molt eafily ſpelt, by reaſon no 


ſuperfluous Letters are therein uſed, 


every Letter having its full Power, 
and every Syllable exactly writ as 
ſounded ; whilft the chief Difficulty 
is really found in thofe Words 

| which 


. 


. 
which are merely Eugliſb, or of Sax- 
on Original. | 


I wonld therefore, inſtead of the 
afore mention'd fruitleſs Difficulty, 
earneſtly recommend the Study of 
the French Tongue, which will both 
be much eafier attain'd, and prove 


much more ſerviceable in Bufinefs, 


as being now almoſt the common 


Speech of Europe; and, conſequent- 


ly, not only qualifying a Man to 


travel Abroad, and by that Means 


to improve his Trafick beyond the 
Seas, bat alſo of frequent Uſe in 
their Shops at Home, to their great 
Advantage in ſerving their foreign 


_ Cuſtomers. 


To this uſeful Study, I muſt add 


another very neceſſary Qualification, 


of general Uſe to all Mankind, but 
more eſpecially to thoſe who are to 
get their Living by the Invention of 


their Heads, and the Work of their 


Hands; I mean the ingenious Art of 


Drawing. How can he be ſuppos'd. 
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(18 ) 
capable of performing a Piece of 
Work, who is not able to give a 
Draught of his Deſign? or what 
Content 1s he like ro give to his Em- 
ployers, who cannot lay before them 
a Repreſentation of what they are 
to expect? It is to this admirable 
Skill that we owe both the Inventi- 
on and Improvement of every uſeful 
Inſtrument, and every pleafing Curi- 


olity. Is it not ſtrange then, that 


an Accomplithment ſo advantagious 
and neceſſary, ſhould be ſo much 
ſighted and neglected, as that per- 
haps of fifry Britiſh Youths put out 
to Buſineſs abſolutely requiring it, 
ſcarce one ſhall be found therein fit- 
ly qualify'd 2 Upon which Account 
the Parents are not only oblig'd to 
part with larger Sums to place them 
out, but the young Men too uncapa- 
ble of doing their Maſter's better 
Buſineſs, muſt be content to be em- 
ploy'd in Errants, and other mean 


Service, 'til ſuch Time as they be- | 


come Proficients. Our Neighbour- 
Nations have another Opinion L x 
this 
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(19) 
this Art; and whatever they intend 
their Sons for, ſeldom fail of giving 
them this Part of Education; and! 


hope that being influenc'd by Con- 


ſideration and Example, and con- 


vinc'd by Experience, the ſame 


good Cuſtom will in Time obtain in 
Great Britain alſo. 


With this Art of Drawing, ſome 


Profeſſions may require 2a little 


Skill in Mathematicks ;, but as this 
is not ſo generally needful, I ſhall 


content my ſelf with having menti- 


on'd it. 


If whilſt they are learning theſe 
Accompliſhments of French and 
Drawing, young Men are remov'd 
from the Writing-School, (tho' they 
may very well be carrying on their 
Improvements there at the ſame 
Time) it will be neceſſary, before 
they go ont to Buſineſs, to return 
again, both to brighten up their 


Writing, and to finiſh them in Ac- 


compte; which laſt, as it is the 
ſooneſt 


( 20 ) 
ſooneſt of all other Things forgot, 
without Practice, ſo it ſhould be al- 
ways the laſt Attainment; and a 
young Man, having added a compe- 
tent Knowledge in that Art to his 
other Acquirements, cannot but 
make his Entrance into the World 
with Advantage: When, if good 


Manners and Virtue alſo join his 


Accompliſhments, he will hardly 


fail of good Uſage and Encourage- 


ment from the Maſter he ſerves ; 
the utmoſt Endearments of his 
Friends and Relations; Civility and 
Reſpe& from all about him; in 
himſelf an inward Satisfaction; and 
what will undoubtedly crown all, 
God's Bleſſing and Protection. 


I have thus ſet down what at 
preſent occurs to my Thoughts on 
the Subject of Education, and 


would not have the Publication of 
it look'd upon as a Piece of Arro- 


gance or Vanity; but hope the 
World will take it as it 1s truly 


intended, an Hint to their Advan- 


tage, 


tage 
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tage, and an Advertiſement of the 
Practice in my own School; and as 
ſuch I humbly ſubmit it to their 
candid Reception. 
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Lately pubied, (in a: neat Pocket- 
Volume) the ſecond Edition of 


RITHMETICK in Epitome ,, or, 4 
Compendium of all its Rules, both 
Pulgar and Decimal. In two Parts. 
With Variety of uſeful Tables, eſpe- 
cially relating to Intereſt, Rebate, and 
Anmuities, particularly e to the 
late Lotteries, and other Buſineſs of 
the Exchegquer; all which for more 
Exactneſs, and greater Ornament, 
are curiouſly engrav'd on Copper. 
Intended for the Remembrance and 
firther Improvement of thoſe who 
have already made ſome Progreſs in 
that uſeful Science. By William | 
Webſter, W. M. Printed for Charles 
King in Weſtminſter-Hall, and Arthur 
Bette ſworth in Pater-Noſter Row. 
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